
 

   

QECH Feeding Care Pathway for babies <6 months 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT 

dehydrated/malnourished 

 

Dehydrated/malnourished 

Assess non-nutritive sucking 

Not sucking Sucking 

Alert Not alert 

Follow protocol for 

malnourished infants 

Try again at 

next feed 

No 

Consider 

NG 

Position well. Use blanket. 

Support with opposite arm to feeding side. 

Place baby’s lips on nipple. 

Rub top lip to bottom. 

Doesn’t open  

mouth 

Hold firm 

Count sucks 

Latch baby onto breast 

 

Opens mouth 

Rhythmic 

Continue & Monitor 

Sucks not rhythmic 

Move baby away from breast 

after 6 sucks 

Assist by 

pressing 

down gently 

on chin 

Yes 


